
complete atrophy and blindness, while the cerebral lesion
gradually retrogressed. Unfortunately it is given to
every ophthalmologist to see such cases.

Another very unfortunate class of cases exists. In
some of the cases with brain pressure symptoms, the
condition does not bring about death for several years,
while blindness may occur fairly early in the process of
the disease and thereby the final months of life of these
patients be made more miserable.
Horsley says, and it is true, that the gravity of the

responsibility in these cases does not seem to be gen¬
erally recognized. The three papers mentioned here will
attract wide attention and will force on many men a

realization of the proper course to pursue in dealing
with the optic neuritis in these cases.

PRESIDENT ELIOT ON THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE.
The longer formal addresses at the recent dedication

of the Harvard Medical School are noteworthy produc-
tions. President Eliot discusses in a most intelligent
and sympathetic manner "The Future of Medicine,"
and Professor Welch, with his customary broad grasp
and clearness, dwells on "The Unity of the Medical
Sciences."1
President Eliot lays stress on the fact that in the past

the physician devoted himself very largely to the treat-
ment of diseases already developed and injuries already
incurred. There will always be need for services of this
kind and for medical schools to fit men for such service.
But in the future more than in the past the medical
profession must concern itself with the prevention of
disease. Hence the study of the causes of disease and of
the means of prevention must be continued with increas-
ing energy. Not only must liberal provision be made for
scientific investigators to make discoveries and create
new knowledge, but medical men must see to it that in-
telligent practical application is made of the new knowl¬
edge for the protection of the health of human beings
in all sorts of climates and environments. It is not
enough that the epochal work of Beed and his colleagues
proved how yellow fever is communicated—for years
plrysicians must teach the people of the South how they
now can protect themselves successfully against yellow
fever.
This brings us to the point in the address on which

we wish to place particular emphasis, namely, the new
function of the medical profession of teaching the people
in general directly how diseases are caused and how pre¬
vented. In this work a beginning has been made, as wit¬
ness the campaign against tuberculosis in particular.
This function must be extended, and President Eliot
calls on the medical schools to provide popular exposi¬
tions concerning water supplies, foods, drinks, drugs,
the parasitic causes of disease, and modes of communi¬
cation of all communicable diseases. Museums and

1. Both addresses appear in full in Science, October 12, andThe Journal contained abstracts in its full report of the dedica-tion, October 6. p. 1113.

popular lectures are needed. "Selected physicians
should become popular teachers, as well as private prac¬
titioners." In this work should be enrolled the intelli¬
gent and unselfish country practitioner as well as the
college professor and the health officer.
President Eliot's concluding remarks in regard to the

broad character of the education necessary to fit men for
the practice of modern medicine and for successful med¬
ical investigators show, like the other parts of his address,
a truly remarkable grasp of the needs of medicine and he
merits well the eulogy pronounced on his work in behalf
of medical education by Professor Welch : "To have
recognized fully from the beginning of his administra¬
tion the importance of the vitalizing union of the medi¬
cal school with the university, to have striven patiently
with full grasp of the problems and with intelligent
sympathy with the needs of medicine for the uplifting
of the standards of medical education, and, with the aid
of his medical colleagues, to have planted these stand¬
ards where they now are in the Harvard Medical School,
is not the least of the many enduring services which
President Eliot has rendered to American education."

A COUNTY BACTERIOLOGIST.
A noteworthy appointment has recently been made bythe authorities of Ontario County, New York, namely,that of a county bacteriologist at a salary of $1,500 a

year. The Medical Times,1 from which we learn of this
innovation, points out that this is probably the first ap-pointment of its kind in the country. Ontario Countyhas a population of 50,000, the largest city being Geneva,with 11,000. The rest of the population is largely ag-ricultural. Special legislation was necessary in order to
make the appropriation; the appointment was non-
political, and the services of the bacteriologist are to be
free to all the physicians of the county, under the super-vision of the health officers. Ontario County is worthyof commendatory congratulations for this wise and bene-
ficial action, which other counties will do well in study-ing with a view to doing likewise. Only by some such
arrangement as this will it be possible to secure for all
the people in rural communities and smaller cities the
immediate practical benefits of bacteriology and path¬ology in the diagnosis and treatment of disease, and in
questions of public health and sanitation. By the
prompt discovery of an outbreak of typhoid fever or of
diphtheria, and the application of modern preventive
measures, the county bacteriologist may prevent finan¬
cial loss to the community in comparison with which
the outlay for his salary and laboratory is quite insig¬nificant, to say nothing of the far more important result
in the conservation of health and life. It seems quite
natural that with time the office of county bacteriologistwill expand naturally so as to include also the kinds of
work that would fall to a county pathologist. The two
kinds of work are so closely related that it is difficult to
imagine their practical separation at this time. To
the county bacteriologist, or pathologist, whatever name
he be called (pathologist is perhaps more comprehen-

1. October, 1906.
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